
 

1. cui bono? Latin                    

             who stands to gain?  

            (from a crime, and so might have been  

             responsible for it)? 

 

 

2. de facto Latin        -     in fact 

 

 

3. Dei gratia Latin     -            by the grace of God 

 

 

4. déjà vu    French      

              the sense of having experienced the present  

               situation before  

 

 

5. de jure                Latin  

              rightful; by right (literally ‘of law’) 

 

 

6. de nos jours French           contemporary  

 

 

7. Deo gratias Latin              thanks (be) to God 

 

 

8. Deo volente Latin               God willing 

 

 



 

 

 

9. de profundis   Latin             

             expressing one’s deepest feelings  

 

 

10. de rigueur French      obligatory 

 

 

11. dernier cri French        the very latest fashion  

 

 

12. de trop               French      

            not wanted; superfluous (literally ‘excessive’) 

 

 

13. deus ex machina Latin  

              an unexpected event that saves an apparently  

              hopeless situation  

 

 

14. dolce far niente                Italian  

             pleasant idleness  

 

 

15. dolce vita               Italian         

             a life of pleasure and luxury (literally ‘sweet life’) 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

16. doppelgänger                 German  

             an apparition or double of a living person  

 

 

17. double entendre    French 

             a word or phrase with two possible interpretations  

 

 

 

18. dramatis personae            Latin  

             the characters in a play    (literally ‘persons of the drama’) 

 

 

 

19. embarras de richesse           French  

               more options or resources than one knows  

               what to do with  

 

 

 

20. éminence grise                 French  

              a person who has power or influence  

             without holding   an official position  

              (literally ‘grey eminence’) 

 

 

 



 

 

 

21. en famille           French             

              with one’s family; in an informal way  

 

 

 

22. enfant terrible                French  

             a person whose behaviour is unconventional  

             or controversial  

 

 

 

23. en masse French           all together (literally ‘in a mass’) 

 

 

24. en passant French          by the way (literally ‘in passing’) 

 

 

25. entente cordiale French  

             a friendly understanding between states 

 

 

 

26. entre nous French          between ourselves 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

27. esprit de corps              French  

              a feeling of pride and loyalty uniting the members  

              of a group  

 

 

28. ex gratia         Latin  

              (of payment) given as a favour rather than because of  

              any legal obligation (literally ‘from favour’) 

 

 

29. ex officio             Latin          

              by virtue of one’s position or status (literally ‘out of duty’) 

 

 

30. fait accompli              French  

             a thing that has been done or decided and cannot now  

             be altered   (literally ‘accomplished fact’) 

 

 

31. faute de mieux              French        for want of a better alternative 

 

 

32. faux pas              French  

             an embarrassing blunder or indiscretion  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

33. femme fatale           French           a seductive woman  

 

 

34. fête champêtre             French  

              an outdoor entertainment; a garden party  

 

 

35. fin de siècle             French          relating to the end of a century 

 

 

36. force majeure             French           superior strength 

 

 

37. folie de grandeur French           delusions of grandeur 

 

 

38. gîte     French  

             a small furnished holiday house in France 

 

 

39. grande dame      French  

             a woman who is influential within a particular sphere  

             (literally ‘grand lady’) 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

40. haute couture          French  

             the designing and making of clothes by  

            leading fashion houses (literally ‘high dressmaking’) 

 

 

41. haute cuisine        French          high-quality cooking  

 

 

42. haut monde        French         fashionable society  

 

 

43. hors de combat             French  

             out of action due to injury or damage  

 

 

44. ideé fixe     French           an obsession  

 

 

45. in absentia    Latin              in absence 

 

 

46. in camera   Latin               in private  

 

 

47. in extremis      Latin  

              in an extremely difficult situation; at the point of death 

 

 



 

 

 

48. in loco parentis             Latin            in the place of a parent 

 

 

49. in medias res            Latin            in or into the middle of things 

 

 

50. in propria persona Latin            in his or her own person 


